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"And  the  Lord  said,  Behold,  there  is  a  place  by 
Me."    Kxod.  33:21. 

What  Ciod's  pcoj^le  might  be  and  what  they  really 
are,  are  two  different  things.  Our  interpretation  of 
the  truth,  and  our  unbelief  have  fixed  a  great  gulf 
between  the  two.  This  is  not  only  true  of  the 
"higher  critic?,"  but  also  of  multitudes  who  profess 
to  believe  the  whole  Book  and  stand  for  it  in  theory. 
They  .see  their  privileges  and  contend  that  they  may 
be  enjoyed,  but  how  very  few  are  they  who  really 
practice  them. 

Moses  found  a  place  close  by  God,  but  the  apostle 
Peter  found  another  place,  afar  off,  and  alas,  alas, 
most  of  the  L(jrd's  people  in  our  day  know  the 
latter  place  best.     But  the  crv  of  mv  heart  and  of 
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tlin.isand.s  nf  <itluT>  is  "Mi.  ^how   me  ihat   ll.ippiost 


i;u  (• 


I  i'^  tin  IT   I   \\<,i;l(l  alwavs  al'iilf. 
.\iiil  iu\  rr  a   iiKiiuciit   ilrpart, 
(  i>iKnali<l  in  till-  rln'i  oi    I  li\    -^]>\v. 
I'!liiiially   liid   in    I  liv   luart." 

Ill    tlial    U()iiclcri''!l    '(Hdiii!   cliaptiT   oi    l^l)ll(■-^ians. 
l'ai;l   tells  us  tliat    \vi-  ".//r  ;;/(/,/,•  ni</li  h\  the  hlomi" 
aii'l  in  the   liist   cliai.tiT  lie  says,  "lie  /;,////  made  n> 
acre]. ted    in    the    hel..\e.l."        That    is    tnie    (if    every 
l)i'hi-ver  judicially.       I  he   nioineiit    we  aeeept   Christ 
\)\    lailh.  tliat  in<»iiieiit  (nir  ri'latioiiship  is  Cdiiipleti' — 
can   iievi'r  he   intMa-    -o  as    I'ar  a>  (ioil   is  ciMu-erne(L 
"Are  made  iiii;h  !"    "Ihith  made  lis  accepted!"     I'.iit 
there  .are  the  two  sides  to  iliis  .i^rand   truth.     Kehi- 
tionship    is   one    ihini;-,    tlu-    enjoyment,    power,    and 
pri\ilet;cs  of  il  are  (Hfferent  thin.us.     .\nd   I  am  sure 
that  there  are  many  Christians  who  are  rii^ht   iudi- 
ciall\-.    hut    not    txperinientally — sons    of    (  io(h    hr.t 
livint^-  Hke  sirvanis;  children  of  the  l'"ather,  hut  not 
enjoyinL:-  fe!l«.\\  shi])  u  itli    1  lim. 

In  II.  .^aniuil.  id:  iS,  we  ri'ad,  ".Xhsaloin  dwelt 
two  hdl  yi'ars  in  jt'rusalem,  and  .vi/rc  ;/.-/  the  Kind's 
face."  lie  was  in  the  l\in^dom  relationship  .all  riijht, 
a  s(ni.  hut  ont  of  touch  with  the  ls.in,l,^  out  ui  fellow- 
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ship  witli  liis  f.itlKM-.  I  litTc  was  a  cause  lor  t1ii"< 
unhappy  coiKhtii  .n  auil  it  jna\-  he  yun  will  liiiil  it  if 
you  st-aii-h  your  own  heart.  W  In  u  |r-us  u;i  "U 
earth  •lie  -p;ilc  a  par.iI'K-  ol  "\  fcrtaiu  man  that 
ha'l  two  sons."  Not  a  parahh-  of  thr  "|ii(nli-a!  -1.11." 
a-^  il  i-  ^o  rouuuot)l\  called,  hut  l;.o  sons,  au''  a-  I 
'■<''i'I  tl'at  paraMi'  aud  takf  iu  the  surrouu<!ni- .  i 
coiu-hide  that  our  I.onl  v.a'-  traehin-  a  le  — on  \v>,\\\ 
the  ^o!i  wlio  sta\-eil  honu'.  rather  than  tlie  proili^al 
a--  lie  -pake  to  iho-e  I  Miaii-eo  that  <la\-.  \t  au\- 
rate  their  i>  a  !e-;-on  ill  hiui  t'or  the  ehureli  id  harn 
to  ila\  :  i<ii-  I  aui  -ure  lu'  repre>eiit>  a  L:reat  mam 
ol   <  11  m!'>  chiMreii. 

lie  had  not  run  riot  with  the  woiM  ;  he  had  l)een 
loyal  to  the  latli'T,  ]);it  lu'  had  not  been  enio\in^-  id^ 
pri\  ih'Lje-^  a-^  a  son.  Ili^  eom])laim  was  that  he  ha<l 
iie\-er  had  a  fatted  c;ilf.  n<i  mu-ie  or  dalK■im_,^  no 
makiu-  uu'rry  with  hi-,  friends.  I'.ut  this  was  all  his 
<'\''ii  la'dt.  It  was  not  his  leather's  pleasure  or  will 
that  he  s!i,,uld  he  li\im.;-  this  niisciahle  kind  of  lifr 
an_\  more  than  it  is  the  will  nf  nnr  k'ather  that  we 
-hould  he  li\in'4-  at  "This  pcmr  <!\in'4-  rate." 

lo  me  tlu're  is  a  strain  of  sadness  in  the  father's 
voiee  when  Me  says:  "Sou.  thou  art  ever  witki  me. 
and  (///  I  have  is  tliinc." 

He   could   ha\e  had   a   .qrand    tiiue   everv   dav   ha<\ 
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he  l)iit  hnvc  lived  tu)  to  his  privilc-^^cs.  Init  alas  he 
acted  like  a  servant  and  not  a  son.  And  liis  way- 
ward Itrother  who  had  come  home  sick  of  sin  and 
the  world,  was  enjoyino-  more  of  the  father's  fellow- 
shij)  aiul  riches  in  a  few  mitiutes  than  his  elder 
broth.er  had  enjoyed  all  his  life. 


T  liave  seen  this  history  repeated.  Many  drunk- 
ards and  hardened  sinners  liave  turned  from  their 
evil  w;iys,  liave  come  to  jesus  with  contrition,  com- 
passion and  full  purpose  of  heart,  and  in  a  few 
weeks  have   been  eujuyin--  more  of  the  jn.wer  and 
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presence  of  (iod  than  ,-onie  Chri.siians  with  years  of 
exi)cricncc.  Some  time  a,<,M)  [  heard  a  fellow  worker 
use  an  illustration  that  suy-^-ested  the  acccnnpanyintr 
diai^ram.  1  trust  it  may  incite  some  one  to  take  the 
Ik'st  Place. 

When  we  consider  the  lives  of  those  who  fcjllowed 
Jesus  wdien  He  was  liere  ni)on  the  earth,  we  can- 
not but  see  that  there  was  a  vast  difference  in  their 
experience. 

The  Outer  Circle 

^Ve  find  that  He  had  a  followit'.L^  of  at  least  5(X). 
The  ni^£,dit  before  His  crucifixion  He  said.  "'I'he 
world  seeth  me  no  nKire."  and  no  unre,<,^enerate  heart 
looked  upon  Him  after  He  was  taken  from  the 
cross.  His  appcarin^^s  during;-  the  forty  days  were 
all  to  believers.  And  from  what  Paul  tells  us  in 
I.  Cor.  15:  6.  we  learn  that  there  were  at  least  "500 
brethren"  believers  at  that  time.  So  we  i)ut  500 
in  the  outer  circle,  representini^  those  in  Christ.  Five 
hundred  who  believed  on  Him  and  were  saved. 


Circle  of  Service 

r.ut  out  of  those  500  I  find  a  company  of  70  who 
were  in  the  service  for  Jesus,  and  as  a  consequence 
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<'t   that  -,rvicr  uv^.i  have  had  a  cI.,-,.t  m'uuw.uum 
tl;aiUlu'nilKr-i,;(),     JiKv  ^vvm  hIm-uI  t !.e  t-nvn.  and 

vllla-c^s  prcachino- ana  caM  in.o- o;,t  chMnnn.  and  came 
'>tt'.-n  nil..   Mis  piTsoncc   K.   icll    ili;n   lunv   ',\u'v  had 
vf^'iu-ui.v.  CU-.     \n.l  have  vvc-  nm  {,>::n.\  thai     rrvice 
""■   <  '"'M    lM-,n.,>   a    sc„-,(.   ,,|-    Mi,    j.,,.  ,.„^^.    ,^,„j    ,^ 
i">\v(T  nil..  .„u-  h-vc-.  tlial    ur  -h''!  m^t  enjoy  before. 
I  uaK-iir.i  ;i  hio-,  u-oorl-hcartc.l  usher  in  niv  church 
'""■    '-"nl's    ')ay  ni.nnin-  take  a   wee  habe'  from   a 
ynun^-  m..tiK  ■   u),..   !,a.l  been   kept   from    worship  a 
!<•"-  tune  b-,a  at   last   ventnre.i   t(.  brin-  her  infant. 
l>''^-.-nise  of   her   k.n-ipo-   tor   ( io  I's   h.-nse.      I'.nt   the' 
''t^'^-  '""■  l"came   reMhv...  and  the  mother   fearin- 
^1  =  ^'  ^-'"M   u-.M!d  disturb.  ar...e  to  o,,  ,,„t,  ,,.hen  the 
ii^lur  came  lorward  an^!  told  her  he  would  care  for 
^^''  |'^''>'-  ^^I"Ie  slu-  enjoyed  the  service,  and  awav  to 
tl'^'  I'.-i^enuMU  he  uent  and  walkci  to  and  fro    keep- 
";,^-  llic  ckuid  ,|:uei   uniil  liie  condu.ion  of  the  ser- 
vice.    He  did   r.,.l   hear  ..ue   word  of  the  preachin- 
'""    '   ^^'^^   ""^    -.rpri.ed  that   evening-  uhen.  as   we 
walked  h..n'e  t.  ..-.elher.  he  remarke-I,  "Tins  has  l,een 
■^    "i"^'l    blessed   day    i,,    me.      \\!:v."   lie    sai.i     "this 
n-nun,^.   wln'e  keeping-   Mr..   C.  babv  downstairs 
I  was  ju.t  runmiio-  ,,ver  with  ;.ra..e  I..  (]u<\  "    do  me 
the  secret  uas  obvious.    A  little  ^el  f-rlenvin-  ^ervic" 
»'>r  jc.Mis  had  brouL,dit  the  joy. 
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1    renu-mlTr    talk,,,,-    uith    a    y.nni-    w..man    ..,u' 
cvrDin-   al.nnt    tlir   .-.Miv^.c-aic!    I,:\..      siir    i..h!    uw 
lliat    inv  ten  yfa,-.>   she   had   Ih^.,!  a   ch.irc].    ,,U';„1ht 
I'lit    a    vcy    sdfish   OIK-,      lie-,-    1,|\-    u;,-^   Lar,.-,!.      Siu- 
Iia>I  not  thouo-Iu  „|"  >,,i,I  wiiHiin-  o,-  ativ  real  MTvicc 
'*"■  ^  ln-,M.     A   iVu-  <lay.  late,-  she   ivlate.l  an  v^^n-y,- 
••nce   that    ua.   „i...t   lunniliat in-   vet   n,..st   exaltiii-- 
Mh'    ,^a.(l    that    that    eveniu-   when    I    ha<l    spokm    to 
l>er  al.ont   the  cleej-e,-  Chri>t;an   liiV  she   went   Imnie 
•■"1'!  '^l<"ie   u,th   (i.Hl.  settle.!   it   that    lie   sh.nihl   have 
luT  uhnjr  litV  ,-nr  .aerifice  an<l  -^e.viee.    The  !.,Ilou- 
■'n'j;  n-n,-nni-  .]„•  ua>  teste.!  to  the  vei'v  death  of  he,- 
l-ndean,!  self-H,c.     -'I   was  cmin^  u,,    ianie.  street 
to  hn.ine>s;'  she  sai-l.  "when  jn>t  l.ef.M-e  n,e  nn  t!,e 
'•'■'"'^  '    n(4K-e.l    a    woman    canwino-    two    1„-    hiaek 
l>nn.lh'.  and  l..I!.,we,l  hy  two  very  nntid.v  little  rhild- 
rvu.     She   wa>  a   torei-ner  wh..  had  just  come  in  on 
the   niornni-  expi-ess.      She   ha.l   In-en   travelling-   -Ul 
n,-ht   and    wa.   tired   an.l   dirty.      As    I    h.^ked    ,^p,,„ 
luM-   1    telt  snch  a  ^tron-  in,[.re..i,,n  to  ^i.rak   [n  her 
an  !  oiler  to  assist   \wr.  h,it  with  it  canu'the   teeh'n.^ 
<'t   .-q)nlM.,n.     Ih.w  can    I?     \\hv  the  pe.H.lr  on  the 


street    ,ni.-lit    think    s!ie 


was    my    m<-{!u"r   an.l    the^e 


'In-ty  cinl.lren  are  my  siste.-s  an.l   1  tri,.!  to  ^.-et  a>vav 
"■-"11  thethoil-ht  that  it  woidd  i-ld<e  je.us  tohelp 
■   ''''^'  J^'' ^  '^^    ^    ^^as   j.a.<ino-  hv   ],,;_   ^,,^.   ^,„.,^^.,j 


lie. 
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t(.  inc  and  a^kcd  if  [  c.nil.l  direct  her  to  unc  ..f  „nr 
c'icctric   railrnad  >tati.,iis.      I   was  j^n.in-  ,-i,o|,t  there 
my.eli.  aiui  how  ccndd  I  douht  tliat  <,.,.!  u  anted  me 
t<<  hel],  and  ,:irect  her.     I'.ut  oli.  wliat  a  strui^r-ie   I 
prissed  throu.i^di  in  that  next  moment,     i'.ut   1  found 
lli>  ,i,n-ace  sufficient.     I  said.  'Ves.  I  am  -'oini^^  rit^dit 
tliere  and   will   show  you   the   way  and  "if  von   will 
allow  me  I  will  carry  one  of  those  bundles  for  you.' 
and  i   t(Md>:  it   for  Jesus'  sake,  althour^h   I   felt  as  if 
there  was  a  fire  ra-^in-  at  the  roots  of  my  hair.     It 
seemed  everyone  was  lookin^^  at  me  and' lau^rliincr. 
and  to  make  matters  worse,  one  of  the  little  child- 
ren l.e-an  to  cry  furiously,  and  then  I  was  sure  the 
people  were  all  lookin-  at  us.    But  I  just  looked  up 
and  marched  on  for  Jesus'  sake,  and  finally  I  had  to 
take  the  (.ther  bundle  while  the  mother  carried  the 
.ired  baby.     [  hardly  know  how  I  reached  the  sta- 
tion, but  1  know  that  when  I  put  those  bundles  on 
the  seat  in  the  waitiui^  room  I  had  to  run  away  and 
weep,  tor  uh  how  the  bles>in[,^  of  God  came  upon  my 
soul.    I  think  it  was  my  first  experience  of  heavenly 
joy." 

^es,  tliat  is  it.  Service  for  Jesus  brin.tj^s  us  into 
touch  with  heaven.  And  this  kind  of  service,  these 
little  acts  of  kindness,  these  little  lifts  in  His  name. 
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arc  oi;.-  (.piun-tunilics  every  day   for  cl.,ser   iVlIo 
sliip  with  1  liin. 

Arc  y,,u  a  l.clicvcr  sure-  of  -nino-  t„  lu-aven?  Are 
you  111  til,,  next  circle  <loin.-  MMnethin-  for  Je^us? 
li  not,  (ion-t  look  lor  much  joy  in  vour  life 


Fellowship  Circle 

{'.tU  I  fnid  another  company.  The  number  is  less— 
only  12  n(Mv.  Mark  tells  us  that  Tie  app.-inted  12 
that  they  should  he  with  Ilim.  This  i.  the  circle  of 
fellowship  ,cuh  Hun.  That  is  the  true  meanim;  of 
tellowslnp.  These  He  desired  not  onlv  to  serve'  but 
to  be  "with  Ilim."  With  Wnn  at  all  times  and  in 
everythinj^-. 

1  heard  an  intimate  friend  of  the  late  Hudson  Tay- 
lor tell  of  his  risin-  a  ,crreat  while  l,efore  <lav  and 
goin-  away  to  a  secluded  spot  where  h,e  sat  in  per- 
fect silence  for  a  Ion-  time,  and  wlu-n  the  friend 
a^ked  him  why  he  did  this,  the  -rand  old  man  of 
G(jd  said  : 


urm<^ 


"Oh.  I  am  so  busy  with   work  and  ]u'ople  d 
the  day  that  I  just  feel   I  mu.t  have  this  little  time 
ot  hem-  stdl  before  the  Lord."    Ah  !  this  i.>  th.e  secret 

'■}  f'''  -'"^■■'^^  ^^'"''^  '>'-i'V^-  accmpli-hed  thnmoli   the 
<-•  I.  M.    Its  i(junder  was  with  Jesus. 
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Circle  of   PtivJIege 

''■'^    ^    '""•  -^ti"  aiiolluT  ct.iiij.any.  rind   in   it  tlu-rc 
arc  only  tlirrc  |.rr.-.(.n>.     It  i>  tlic  Cnr/c  ,-/  /'riri^yc. 
"'*'■■'■    ^^"'''    t''"'''    "i.-n    uIum]    jcsus    was    here    i  ni 
'■■■""'';  t''-!    !'"^'^\    "lore  .,|    I!,.  Miin-l  aii.l  iia.I  .Utj.ct 
•^"■'  •■■'l!cf  rcvflatioiis  of  Mis  D^itv  than  .any  otlu-rs. 
W  !uii  lie  ua-  .L;'-in-  to  rai>c  tlir  little  tiiai<l  I  Ic  K.ok 
tlirrr    men    with    llini.       I.    ilc    o-,,i„^.    t,,    i„.    t,.^„._ 
li.^iifc!?      lie   take.   tlK-   .anu'  three   men.     And  on 
that    awlr.I    ni-ht    wl;en    all    the    l.ilKnv.s    went    over 
iliKi,  oh   how   the  human   in    llim   lon-ed    i(,r   some 
tnenrj   to   sian.j    with    llim    in   the   trial.      He   takes 
from    the   twelve   threi'.      \\i;o    were   they?      Peter. 
jatnes  .in.I  John.     Why  the   same  three?'     [  cannot 
I'Ut   leel  .as  I  read  the  whole  story,  that  there  was  a 
rea>on    uliy    they   shouM   l»c-   privileo'ed   a])ove   their 
tellows.  and  th.at  reason  is.  tliey  h;id  .V/'/r.'/z/,,-/  .-Ir-'u- 

They  w.anted  lo  know  tliin-s.  They  were  keen, 
tno.  tor  a  place  cl..s(.  to  llim  and  were  more  ont  and 
out  than  th.e  others.  In  lat.'r  years  the  Anostle  I'anI 
was  i)rivih--el  ahove  oiIht,.  "v.as  cau-ht  u]\"  :mv\ 
iieard.  s,.,Tc.ts  fn,m  je-'tis  and  th.e  reason  h'rs  in  the 
fact  th.at  "Christ  was  .Ml"  to  I'anl.  J-A-crx  thin-  id^e 
was  of  little  mometit.    .Men  .are  ambitions  for  monex-. 
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It    \\(<w    \{-w   ;^|•^. 


llnv    \\  I 


fame  ati:i   the   worl,!       f;, 

^''■^''■''   ^"  '•<•  i:r,-at    u,lh   (;.Hl--io   roli,,u-    Il:ni   at    i] 

'";;-.^'"''"'"'^   tlu-  I,MtM-  c-.p  an,I   In-  l.aptizol   whh 
snircnn.c^  ,l  only  tluy  may  !.,■  c!o -c  to  linn? 

The  Inner  Circle 

lliu  now   ,vc  cn.r  t,.  llu-  /„,,,■  („,-,,     lie,.-  v.i- 
''"''  I'-tyiK-.     TIH.VU,-,.  „„.,„a„„|,„u„,„    „„„., 

tIi."Ks.l,aM,oo,lKTlui,,u|KTs„„k„.nv.     Iha,  „,a„ 
^vas  John. 

„  ^'"^'    '-^''"cnlHT    that    nn    that    a-.vful    njo-ht    ^hcn 
they   wcTc   seated  at   the   tahle    for   the   "Last   Sun- 
Pcr    jesus  said.  "()„.■  ..f  vou  shall  'hetrav  nie  "    Oh 
what  an   honr!     What  consternation!     \\h,,t  lu-art 
exannnation!      Kvery  ,,ne  of  them   sai<h   "Is  it    P" 
^o   one   accused   anoth.er.    Vnn    with    fear    hc^nu    to 
seareh  then- own  heart  for  the  traitor.    It  .eems  t!,at 
h.>  .s  the  httin.,^  way  for  t.s  to  come  to  the   Lonl's 
tal.le.     It  was  at  that   time  tliat    iVter  said    'Mohn 
>-7-^J<;';--      He    w.ll   tell   you."      iVter    f'elt   that' 
Jo  HI  could   hmlout  thin.^s   from    l!,s    Lord  that   no 
-ther  person  could.     I!e  was  closer  to   IHmmpcr- 

"'"  '''"V'V^^'"'-  -^-'  J  — 'i'i  tell  llnn  who  it 
was.  and  ol  all  that  company  that  ni^du  |<,hn  alone 
knew  who  It  was  that  sh.ould  hetrav  Ilim". 
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['ut  to  he  in  tlic  Inner  Circle  means  nujre  than  to 
Ijilktw  ymir  hea<l  (.n  His  hreast. 

When  Jesr.s  was  '^inw^  to  the  Judirnient  Ihall 
"they  all  f(»rs(M)k  Him  an'!  th-d."  hnt  "John  went 
with  Him."  When  I'eter  was  standing'  out  there  by 
the  enemies'  lire  (lenyin,<;  11  im  John  stood  by  Ilini, 
and  methinks  said  some  words  of  comfort  as  they 
crowned  Ilim  with  tliorns  and  spit  in  Mis  face. 
Moreover,  John  went  witli  Him  to  Calvary,  and 
when  His  orcn.  Israel,  and  the  nations  were  mock- 
in^^  and  j)assing  Ilim  by  in  derisi(ni  John  stood  by, 
close  uj)  to  the  cross  and  heard  the  last  word  that 
ever  lie  uttered  to  mortal  man  before  His  death. 

Oh  how  Jesus  loved  him— bi.e^-hearted  John.  He 
gave  him  His  mother,  and  gave  John  to  be  her  son. 
What  a  reward  for  faithfulness.  But  that  was  not 
all.  A  good  many  weary  years  afterward  dear  old 
John  was  banished  to  the  lonely  isle  of  Patmos  for 
loyalty  to  Christ  and  His  word.  And  wdiat  a  won- 
derful revelation  of  Jesus  Christ  was  given  to  him 
there,  and  it  was  there  nearly  2,000  years  ago.  that 
Jesus  last  si)oke  to  man  and  that  man  was  the  man 
of  the  hnicr  Circle. 

To  him  He  sjioke  that  last  word,  "P.eliold.  I  come 
quickly."  and  in  resjionse  to  that  last  message  we 
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iH-ar  John's  last  cry  of  lovr,  "ICvcn  so,  coine.   Lord 

Jc'sUS." 

Have  wo  tlu'  ainlMlion  that  K-a<Is  us  U>  (k-sire  the 
circle  of  privik-e?  Have  we  the  love  that  will  take 
us  in  to  tile   Inner  Circle? 

"God  has  the  best  thin,-;s  for  the  few; 

Who  dare  to  stand  the  test, 
He  has  a  second  j)Iace  for  those 

Who  will  not  have  the  best." 
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